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Secretary General, Rt

Hon Patricia Scotland
EC, has pledged the
Commonwealth Secretariat's
full support to Sri Lanka as
the country navigates diffi-
cult challenges.
. Speaking at an event in
Colombo, on Friday, the
Commonwealth Secretary
General said she arrived in
Sri Lanka to let every Sri
Lankan know that they are
not alone while the island
nation continues to feel the
weight of political and eco-
nomic pressure.

“I know that Sri Lanka
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ight o plcical and economic pressure in anka hard to bear &
destabilsing, isolating, and frightening — Commonwealth Secefary Genet

political and economic pres-
gure. The pressure can be
hard to bear. It can be desta-

bilizing, isolating, and fright-

ening, and I am here because
I want every Sri Lankan to
know that you are not alone
in the nature of the chal-
lenges you face. You are part
of this special precious
Commonwealth family,”
Scotland said, addressing the
Inaugural Lecture for
Geopolitical Cartographers.

The Secretary General,
Scotland, is in Sri Lanka at
the invitation of the govern-
ment to attend the celebra-
tion events for the 75th

continues to feel the weight of Independence Day, in
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Colombo, marking the significant
anniversary.

The Secretary General gave a lecture at
ocean think-tank, the Geopolitical
Cartographer, on the Commonwealth’s
role in facing 'Polyerisis’ — the term given
to the current set of linked factors caus-
ing global instability.

The Geopolitical Cartographer was
held under the patronage of President
Ranil Wickremesinghe at the Colombo
City Centre,

Speaking further, the Secretary

‘General said Sri Lanka was not alone in

facing the fallout from a host of intércen-
nected global pressures, like spiraling ©
costs, energy shortages and the effects of
climate change. )
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“We are certainly not opposed to the
devolution of power, However, we cannot
under any circumstances support an
coamda that o rattes chaoe.” National

Nevertheless, the Commonwealth as
collective of 56 countries, is workin
together to lend support and help mén
states work towards a more prospermis,
sustainable and secure future for all she
said, - v BE B

“As a family we have respansibillly for
one another. A duty to each 5 i
shared love and a shared joumey #4you

are not alone, like the challenges ™ Y
face.” _ ' ] ;
She added: “Where we can face#!
challenges of the world as a [Ami¥




